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the practical organization of new types of schools which were instituted 
to meet the social needs of the American democratic conditions, and 
especially those conditions as they prevailed in New York City. The 
lack of any effective provision for public education in New York at the 
beginning of the nineteenth century, and the active interest taken in 
its improvement by men who were prominent at the same time in other 
social movements of the day, make the account of these early develop- 
ments of interest to the general reader. 

About one-third of Mr. Fitzpatrick 's dissertation is devoted to a 
description of educational conditions in New York at the end of the 
eighteenth century. The remaining two-thirds is devoted to DeWitt 
Clinton's views and influence. The author claims that his study 
"establishes, he believes, the claim that Clinton should be ranked with 
Horace Mann and Henry Barnard in a trinity of educational leadership 
in the United States. " 

The contents of the last two-thirds of the book are well stated in 
the following summary of Clinton's achievements by the author: 

Clinton was directly or indirectly responsible for the first step, and several 
succeeding ones, in the direction of free public schools in New York City; 
the initiation and tremendously rapid and beneficent growth of the Lan- 
casterian [monitorial instruction] system; the initiation of the movement for 
professional training of teachers of New York state; the passage of the first 
act in which the education of women was promoted by the patronage of govern- 
ment; the beginning of infant schools; the organization and growth of the 
State Library during the first decade of its existence, fathering the idea of 
school district libraries, and encouraging apprentice libraries; the introduc- 
tion or extension or both of the -less formal educational agencies, such as 
learned societies and lyceums of natural history; the extension of the oppor- 
tunity for education to the deaf and dumb and other special classes; the con- 
struction of a system of juvenile reformation; and the promotion of medical, 
agricultural, and technical education or a scientific basis. 

S. Chester Parker 
The University of Chicago 



BOOK NOTICE 



The Social Engineer. By Edwin L. Earp. New York: Eaton & Mains, 191 1 
The author's purpose is stated to be to provide Bible classes and associations of 
young men with a textbook on social studies and social service. While it is impossible 
to give thorough treatment in a single volume to the many subjects outlined in the 
chapter headings, the ordinary reader will receive many suggestions about oppor- 
tunities of usefulness which will stimulate interest and effort. 

C. R. H. 



